
1 

 

Far Western University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

Masters in Development Studies (MDS)  
 

Proposed Graduate Course Cycle of "Development Studies" MDS 

Year Se

m. 

Course Code Course Title Credit 

hr. 

Lecture 

hr. 

I I MDS.511 Development Studies:  Concept and 

Dimension 

3 45 

I I MDS.512 Economics of Development 3 45 

I I MDS.513 Sociology of Development 3 45 

I I MDS.514 Governance and Development 3 45 

I I MDS.515 Rural- Urban Linkage in Development 3 45 

 

I II MDS.521 Development Planning, Policies and 

Strategies 

3 45 

I II MDS.522 Migration, Urbanization and Development 3 45 

I II MDS.523 Livelihood and Entrepreneurship 3 45 

I II MDS.524 Sustainable Development 3 45 

I II MDS.525 Disaster Risk Reduction: Strategies and 

Practices  

3 45 

 

II III MDS.531 Natural Resource Management in 

Development 

3 45 

II III MDS.532 Research Methodology in Development 

Studies 

3 45 

II III MDS.533 Scientific Knowledge and Academic Writing 3 45 

II III MDS.534 Tourism and Development  3 45 

II III MDS.535 Gender and Development  3 45 

 

II IV MDS.541   Project Management in Development 3 45 

II IV MDS.542   Prospects and Challenges of Development in  

Sudurpachhim Province 

3 45 

II IV MDS.543  Practicing Development (Field-based  Study 

cum Seminar) 

3 45 

II IV MDS.544  Thesis Work 6  

Grand Total Credits  60  
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Far Western University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

Masters in Development Studies (MDS)  
Micro-Syllabus 

Subject: Development Studies:  Concept and Dimension 

Course Code: MDS. 511 Year: I 

Credit Hours: 3 (45 hours) Semester : I 

 

Course Description:  

The paper Development Studies: Concept and Dimensions has been offered as one of the core 

subjects of Graduate level, and, it introduces advanced understanding of concepts, ideas and 

approaches of development offering the perspectives from academic discipline of ‘Development 

Studies’. There are five Units in this subject which are following with the introduction to 

development studies, concepts and approaches, changing notions and measures, theoretical 

perspectives, and the future ‘imagination’ of development. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

- To impart knowledge to the learners on the advanced ideas and concepts of development. 

- To enhance understanding of development studies; its dimensions and emerging notions  

contemporary issues 

Learning Outcomes and Competencies: 

- Students will be able to conceptualize the idea of development ---its meaning and contexts--- 

in a varied and critical worldwide 

- They will know the contemporary issues and debates of development with theoretical lens of 

development studies 

 

 Topics and Contents  Hrs 

Unit I: Concept and Approaches of Development  (9 Hrs) 

1.1  Introduction to development studies; its origin and implications 3  

1.2 
 Introduction of ‘development as a discourse’ 

 Critical review of idea of development—why it is contested 
3 

1.3  Timeline of development; and the trends of development theory 3  

Specific Readings  

Allouche, J. & Aghajanian, A. (2016). Introduction: Development Studies – Past, Present and 

Future. IDS Bulletin, Vol 47, No. 2, May 2016. DOI: 10.19088/1968-2016.128 

Currie-Alder, B. (2016). The state of development studies: origins, evolution and 

prospects. Canadian Journal of Development Studies/Revue canadienne d'études du 

développement, 37(1), 5-26. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/02255189.2016.1135788   

https://www.researchgate.net/deref/http%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.19088%2F1968-2016.128?_sg%5B0%5D=M4MkbAKohhy3HjU2CkBtNgSietPXoBR2g_pa6vRuu7OaOcG6mZSGDeBKrpMt-hGFkHe4PQKEDYj97WvPhbooIx6hIQ.P7cYiQHuW5QDqxdzSkY2QTICzy8488FMLT-8KSldOMVx0wVDiAG3Jy3xuK1mv7Nq5BZr-UGszfb8VVgNfmYA5g
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/02255189.2016.1135788
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Geiser, U. (2014).  Conceptualising ‘contested development’ – from grand narratives to the nitty-

gritty of the everyday. In S.R. Sharma, B.R. Upreti, P. Manandhar, & M. Sapkota (Eds), 

Contested Development in Nepal: Experiences and Reflections (pp. 1-25). Kathmandu: 

School of Arts, Kathmandu University and Nepal Centre for Contemporary Research 

(NCCR). https://www.zora.uzh.ch/id/eprint/100591/1/2014%20GeiserU-2014-

Narratives%20.pdf  

Park, A. S. (2017). Does the development discourse learn from history?. World Development, 96, 

52-64. 

https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/1810/263964/Park.pdf?sequence=1  

Pieterse, J. N. (2010). Trends in Development Theory. 

https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-

binaries/29044_Nederveen_Pieterse___chapter_One.pdf  

Rist, G. (2007). Development as a buzzword. Development in practice, 17(4-5), 485-491.  

Sapkota, M. (2018). Locating Development as a New ‘Discipline’. Nepalese Journal of Development 

and Rural Studies, 15, 42-51. https://doi.org/10.3126/njdrs.v15i0.31596  

Sumner, A. (2006). What is development studies?. Development in Practice, 16(6), 644-650. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09614520600958363 

 

Unit II: Shifting Terrain of Development (9 Hrs) 

2.1 

 Multidimensional notion of development and its holistic approach 

 Emerging debates: Mainstream vs alternative; Global south vs global north; 

Material vs non-material well-being 

3  

2.2 
 Terrain of development: Economic growth and development; Human 

development; Community Development, Sustainable Development  
3  

2.3  Urbanization and rural development (with reference to Nepal) 3 

Specific Readings  

Acharya, K. R. (2018). Urban Planning and Economic Development of Nepal. Tribhuvan University 

Journal, 32(2), 107-118. 

https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/TUJ/article/download/24706/20819  

Chambers, R. (2004). Ideas for development: reflecting forwards. IDS Working paper 238  

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/669/Wp238.pdf  

Ellis, F., & Biggs, S. (2001). Evolving themes in rural development 1950s‐2000s. Development 

policy review, 19(4), 437-448. https://ashleyinsight.co.uk/wp2020/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/emerging-issues-rural-development.pdf 

Jedwab, R., Christiaensen, L., & Gindelsky, M. (2017). Demography, urbanization and 

development: Rural push, urban pull and… urban push?. Journal of Urban Economics, 98, 

6-16. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29357/j.jue.2015.09.002.pdf?

sequence=1  

Katuwal, Narendra. (2020). "Development Practices in Nepal: A Historical Perspective." 

International Journal of Science and Research (IJSR), 9 (11), pp. 1655-1662. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Narendra-

Katuwal/publication/347240773_Development_Practices_in_Nepal_A_Historical_Perspecti

https://www.zora.uzh.ch/id/eprint/100591/1/2014%20GeiserU-2014-Narratives%20.pdf
https://www.zora.uzh.ch/id/eprint/100591/1/2014%20GeiserU-2014-Narratives%20.pdf
https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/1810/263964/Park.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/29044_Nederveen_Pieterse___chapter_One.pdf
https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/29044_Nederveen_Pieterse___chapter_One.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3126/njdrs.v15i0.31596
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09614520600958363
https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/TUJ/article/download/24706/20819
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/669/Wp238.pdf
https://ashleyinsight.co.uk/wp2020/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/emerging-issues-rural-development.pdf
https://ashleyinsight.co.uk/wp2020/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/emerging-issues-rural-development.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29357/j.jue.2015.09.002.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29357/j.jue.2015.09.002.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Narendra-Katuwal/publication/347240773_Development_Practices_in_Nepal_A_Historical_Perspective/links/5fd8d679a6fdccdcb8cc7e58/Development-Practices-in-Nepal-A-Historical-Perspective.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Narendra-Katuwal/publication/347240773_Development_Practices_in_Nepal_A_Historical_Perspective/links/5fd8d679a6fdccdcb8cc7e58/Development-Practices-in-Nepal-A-Historical-Perspective.pdf
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ve/links/5fd8d679a6fdccdcb8cc7e58/Development-Practices-in-Nepal-A-Historical-

Perspective.pdf  

Khatri, C. B. (2019). Rural Development Practices in Nepal. Nepal Journal of Multidisciplinary 

Research, 2(2), 27-39. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3126/njmr.v2i2.26283  

Płachciak, A. (2017). Sen’s concept of development as freedom and the idea of sustainable 

development. Annales. Etyka w życiu gospodarczym, 20(6), 147-156. 

https://dspace.uni.lodz.pl/bitstream/handle/11089/26880/0_11_147-156-

plachciak.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y  

 

Rabie, M. (2016). Meaning of development. In A Theory of Sustainable Sociocultural and Economic 

Development (pp. 7-15). Palgrave Macmillan, New York. 

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-137-57952-2_2  

van der Ploeg, J. D., Ye, J., & Schneider, S. (2015). Rural development: actors and practices. 

In Constructing a new framework for rural development. Emerald Group Publishing 

Limited. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sergio_Schneider/publication/282983473_Rural_Deve

lopment_Actors_and_Practices/links/563f2f3808ae45b5d28d2972.pdf  

Ziai, A. (2017). Post-development 25 years after the development dictionary. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/01436597.2017.1383853  

 

Unit III: Development as a Political Economic Discourse (9 Hrs) 

3.1  Idea of political economy (International, domestic, comparative, new PE) 3 

3.2 

 Implication of PE analysis in development (specific focus on construction of 

power narratives in the national/ local context; state and non-state actors, 

international relations, globalization and global power order) 

3  

3.3  Political economic analysis of Nepal 3 

Specific Readings  

Adam, C., & Dercon, S. (2009). The political economy of development: an assessment. Oxford 

Review of Economic Policy, 25(2), 173-189. https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article-

pdf/25/2/173/4861404/grp020.pdf?casa_token=gRPehkf4cLgAAAAA:IlB4pO8BN-

Q0iMgj2bnnlMgbJZwXoSF_rIsEFMz8lxMEaVNrVGwx0w4EB6zDc3ne2ZgZj-j271q1  

Banks, N., Hulme, D., & Edwards, M. (2015). NGOs, states, and donors revisited: Still too close for 

comfort?. World Development, 66, 707-718. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X14002939  

Escobar, A. (1995) Encountering development: The making and unmaking of the Third World 

(reprinted in 2011). USA: Princeton University Press. 

http://200.41.82.27/536/1/Escobar%20Arturo_Encountering%20development_cap%201%20al

%203.pdf 

Hatlebakk, M. (2017). Nepal: A political economy analysis. Report. https://open.cmi.no/cmi-

xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2475480/Nepal:%20A%20political%20economy%20analysis?s

equence=1  

Mouzakitis, A. (2017). Modernity and the Idea of Progress. Frontiers in Sociology, 2, 3. 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsoc.2017.00003/full  

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Narendra-Katuwal/publication/347240773_Development_Practices_in_Nepal_A_Historical_Perspective/links/5fd8d679a6fdccdcb8cc7e58/Development-Practices-in-Nepal-A-Historical-Perspective.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Narendra-Katuwal/publication/347240773_Development_Practices_in_Nepal_A_Historical_Perspective/links/5fd8d679a6fdccdcb8cc7e58/Development-Practices-in-Nepal-A-Historical-Perspective.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3126/njmr.v2i2.26283
https://dspace.uni.lodz.pl/bitstream/handle/11089/26880/0_11_147-156-plachciak.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://dspace.uni.lodz.pl/bitstream/handle/11089/26880/0_11_147-156-plachciak.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-137-57952-2_2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sergio_Schneider/publication/282983473_Rural_Development_Actors_and_Practices/links/563f2f3808ae45b5d28d2972.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sergio_Schneider/publication/282983473_Rural_Development_Actors_and_Practices/links/563f2f3808ae45b5d28d2972.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/01436597.2017.1383853
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article-pdf/25/2/173/4861404/grp020.pdf?casa_token=gRPehkf4cLgAAAAA:IlB4pO8BN-Q0iMgj2bnnlMgbJZwXoSF_rIsEFMz8lxMEaVNrVGwx0w4EB6zDc3ne2ZgZj-j271q1
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article-pdf/25/2/173/4861404/grp020.pdf?casa_token=gRPehkf4cLgAAAAA:IlB4pO8BN-Q0iMgj2bnnlMgbJZwXoSF_rIsEFMz8lxMEaVNrVGwx0w4EB6zDc3ne2ZgZj-j271q1
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article-pdf/25/2/173/4861404/grp020.pdf?casa_token=gRPehkf4cLgAAAAA:IlB4pO8BN-Q0iMgj2bnnlMgbJZwXoSF_rIsEFMz8lxMEaVNrVGwx0w4EB6zDc3ne2ZgZj-j271q1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X14002939
http://200.41.82.27/536/1/Escobar%20Arturo_Encountering%20development_cap%201%20al%203.pdf
http://200.41.82.27/536/1/Escobar%20Arturo_Encountering%20development_cap%201%20al%203.pdf
https://open.cmi.no/cmi-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2475480/Nepal:%20A%20political%20economy%20analysis?sequence=1
https://open.cmi.no/cmi-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2475480/Nepal:%20A%20political%20economy%20analysis?sequence=1
https://open.cmi.no/cmi-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2475480/Nepal:%20A%20political%20economy%20analysis?sequence=1
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsoc.2017.00003/full


5 

 

Regmi, K. D. (2018). Foundational models of development, underlying assumptions and 

critiques. Social Change, 48(3), 325-344 

https://www.academia.edu/download/61280718/Regmi-2018.pdf  

Richey, L. A., & Ponte, S. (2014). New actors and alliances in development. Third World 

Quarterly, 35(1), 1-21. https://research-

api.cbs.dk/ws/files/46590395/stefano_ponte_new_actors_and_alliances_postprint.pdf 

Serrat, O. (2017). Political economy analysis for development effectiveness. In Knowledge 

Solutions (pp. 207-222). Springer, Singapore. https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-

981-10-0983-9_21  

 

 

Unit IV: Theories and critiques on Development (9 Hrs) 

4.1 
 Modernization and its critiques (general introduction; and specific focus on 

Rostow and Lewis) 
3 

4.2 
 Neo-Marxist school: Dependency (A.G. Frank) and world system theory (I. 

Walllerstein): Basic conceptualization and critiques  
3  

4.3 
 Alternative approaches: Post development; post-modernist and anti-

developmental (general introduction and key arguments) 
3  

Specific Readings  

Escobar, A. (2001). Beyond the search for a paradigm? Post development and beyond. 

Development, 43/4, 11-14. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057%2Fpalgrave.development.1110188 

Etana, A. (2014). The characteristics of development paradigms: modernization, dependency, & 

multiplicity. Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

https://www.academia.edu/download/36071038/The_Characteristics_of_Development_Paradig

ms__Modernization__Dependency____Multiplicity.pdf  

Foster-Carter, A. (1973). Neo-Marxist approaches to development and underdevelopment. Journal 

of Contemporary Asia, 3(1), 7-33. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00472337308566845  
Islam, M. S., Vandergeest, P., Schoenfeld, S., & Singh, H. (2009). Paradigms of development and 

their power dynamics: a review. Journal of Sustainable Development, 2(2), 25 

https://www.academia.edu/download/32749308/Paradigms_of_Development_JSD.pdf  

Qadir, J., & Zaman, A. (2018). Critiques of Neoclassical Notions of Development, (June). 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Junaid_Qadir/publication/325946444_Critiques_of_Neoc

lassical_Notions_of_Development/links/5b2e0e6b0f7e9b0df5be981b/Critiques-of-

Neoclassical-Notions-of-Development.pdf  

Regmi, K. D. (2018). Foundational models of development, underlying assumptions and 

critiques. Social Change, 48(3), 325-344 

https://www.academia.edu/download/61280718/Regmi-2018.pdf  

Reyes, G. E. (2001). Four main theories of development: modernization, dependency, word-system, 

and globalization. Nómadas. Revista Crítica de Ciencias Sociales y Jurídicas, 4(2), 109-124. 

https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/NOMA/article/download/37963/36727/0  

Yuhua, D. (2017). New Development Idea: New Achievement of Marxist Social Development 

https://www.academia.edu/download/61280718/Regmi-2018.pdf
https://research-api.cbs.dk/ws/files/46590395/stefano_ponte_new_actors_and_alliances_postprint.pdf
https://research-api.cbs.dk/ws/files/46590395/stefano_ponte_new_actors_and_alliances_postprint.pdf
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-10-0983-9_21
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-10-0983-9_21
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057%2Fpalgrave.development.1110188
https://www.academia.edu/download/36071038/The_Characteristics_of_Development_Paradigms__Modernization__Dependency____Multiplicity.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/36071038/The_Characteristics_of_Development_Paradigms__Modernization__Dependency____Multiplicity.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00472337308566845
https://www.academia.edu/download/32749308/Paradigms_of_Development_JSD.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Junaid_Qadir/publication/325946444_Critiques_of_Neoclassical_Notions_of_Development/links/5b2e0e6b0f7e9b0df5be981b/Critiques-of-Neoclassical-Notions-of-Development.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Junaid_Qadir/publication/325946444_Critiques_of_Neoclassical_Notions_of_Development/links/5b2e0e6b0f7e9b0df5be981b/Critiques-of-Neoclassical-Notions-of-Development.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Junaid_Qadir/publication/325946444_Critiques_of_Neoclassical_Notions_of_Development/links/5b2e0e6b0f7e9b0df5be981b/Critiques-of-Neoclassical-Notions-of-Development.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/61280718/Regmi-2018.pdf
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/NOMA/article/download/37963/36727/0
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Theory——Taking Social Structure as the Analysis Angle. Teaching and Research, 09. 

 

Unit V: Future of Development Studies (9 Hrs) 

5.1 
 What beyond development: Philosophical and empirical (complexity and 

reconstructions) 
3 

5.2  Tao of Development and the Science of Sukha 
3 

5.3  Avoiding or assimilating: Globalization and digital capitalism?  
3  

Specific Readings  

Aghajanian, A. & Allouche, J. (2016). Development Studies – Past, Present and Future. IDS 

Bulletin Vol. 47 No. 2 May 2016: 'Development Studies – Past, Present and Future' 1–12. 

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/11555/IDSB_472_10.1908

81968-2016.128.pdf?sequence=1  

Alsh, Z. (2013). The science of Sukha: A scientific theory on the Buddhist concept of happiness and 

human development. A thesis submitted at Arts Department of Buddhist Studies Fo Guang 

University https://www.academia.edu/download/32661249/Walsh__Zack-

_The_Science_of_Sukha.pdf  

Betancourt, M. (2015). The critique of digital capitalism. Punctum Books, New York. 

https://www.academia.edu/download/45040205/The_Critique_of_Digital_CapitalismAD.pdf  

Horner, R. (2020). Towards a new paradigm of global development? Beyond the limits of 

international development. Progress in Human Geography, 44(3), 415-436. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0309132519836158  

Hosseini, S. H., & Gills, B. K. (2017). Critical globalization studies and development. In The 

essential guide to critical development studies (pp. 138-152). Routledge. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ana-Garcia-

287/publication/345539493_Brazil/links/6047c2b592851c077f2b0090/Brazil.pdf#page=159  

Mogens Buch-Hansen & Laurids S. Lauridsen. (2012). The Past, Present and Future of Development 

Studies. Forum for Development Studies, 39:3, 293-300, DOI: 10.1080/08039410.2012.709985  

Pieterse, J. N. (1998). Critical development and the Tao of holism. ISS Working Paper Series/General 

Series, 275, 1-32. https://repub.eur.nl/pub/19015/wp275.pdf  

Pieterse, J. N. (1999). Critical holism and the Tao of development. The European journal of 

development research, 11(1), 75-100. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1080/09578819908426728  

Robinson, W. I. (2018). The next economic crisis: digital capitalism and global police state. Race & 

Class, 60(1), 77-92. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0306396818769016  

Schuurman, F. J. (2000). Paradigms lost, paradigms regained? Development studies in the twenty-

first century. Third world quarterly, 21(1), 7-20.  

https://library.fes.de/libalt/journals/swetsfulltext/6975450.pdf  

Shier, H. (2007). The Tao of Development. Sensitive Information from Early Adolescents’. Research 

in Education, 80(1), 63-74. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Harry-

Shier/publication/269108437_The_Tao_of_Development/links/5481825d0cf22525dcb61c04/Th

e-Tao-of-Development.pdf  

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/11555/IDSB_472_10.190881968-2016.128.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/11555/IDSB_472_10.190881968-2016.128.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.academia.edu/download/32661249/Walsh__Zack-_The_Science_of_Sukha.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/32661249/Walsh__Zack-_The_Science_of_Sukha.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/45040205/The_Critique_of_Digital_CapitalismAD.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0309132519836158
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ana-Garcia-287/publication/345539493_Brazil/links/6047c2b592851c077f2b0090/Brazil.pdf#page=159
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ana-Garcia-287/publication/345539493_Brazil/links/6047c2b592851c077f2b0090/Brazil.pdf#page=159
https://doi.org/10.1080/08039410.2012.709985
https://repub.eur.nl/pub/19015/wp275.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1080/09578819908426728
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0306396818769016
https://library.fes.de/libalt/journals/swetsfulltext/6975450.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Harry-Shier/publication/269108437_The_Tao_of_Development/links/5481825d0cf22525dcb61c04/The-Tao-of-Development.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Harry-Shier/publication/269108437_The_Tao_of_Development/links/5481825d0cf22525dcb61c04/The-Tao-of-Development.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Harry-Shier/publication/269108437_The_Tao_of_Development/links/5481825d0cf22525dcb61c04/The-Tao-of-Development.pdf


7 

 

Singh, K., Raina, M. & Sahni, P. (2017). The Concept and Measure of Sukha–Dukha: An Indian 

Perspective on Well-Being. Journal of Spirituality in Mental Health, 19:2, 116-

132, DOI: 10.1080/19349637.2016.1231604   

 

 

Refereed Texts for References:  

Desai, Vandana, and Robert B. Potter (2013). The companion to development studies. 

Routledge. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=N7YRKXuVQtcC&oi=fnd&pg=PA19

65&dq=development+studies&ots=PJ0u6vih3C&sig=_ovgt5bkgRo6QTpG2qKbszbYi

Zg  

Harrison, David. (1988, second edn 2005). The sociology of modernization and development. 

Routledge Publishing Taylor and Francis Group. 

https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/books/mono/download?identifierName=doi&identi

fierValue=10.4324/9780203359587&type=googlepdf  

Kothari, Uma. (Ed.). (2016). A radical history of development studies: individuals, 

institutions and ideologies. Zed Books Ltd. 

Nepal, R. M., & Guragain, S. (2019). Development: Theories and Discourse. New Hira 

Books.  

Pieterse, J. N. (2010). Development theory. Sage. 

https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/45759003/nederveen_pieterse_development_theo

ry_2nd_ed.pdf_chapter_1.pdf?  

Potter, Robert, Tony Binns, Jennifer A. Elliott, Etienne Nel, and David W. Smith. 

(2017). Geographies of development: An introduction to development studies. 

Routledge. 

Rai, A. (2017). Rural development: Theory and discourse. Kasthamandap Publication.  

Rapley, J. (2013). Understanding development: Theory and practice in the third world. 

Routledge. 

Sachs, W. (Ed.). (1997). The Development dictionary: A guide to knowledge as power. Orient 

Blackswan.  

Sen, A. (2001). Development as freedom. Oxford Paperbacks. 

http://heterodoxnews.com/ajes/readings/Sen1999-intro.pdf  

Willis, Kate (2011, second edn). Theories and practices of development. Routledge 

Publishing Taylor & Francis Group. http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-

content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-

Development-2011.pdf  
भट्टराई, बाबुराम (२०७७) | अर्थ-राजनीतिक तिमर्थ | साांतिला बुक्स, काठमाड ौँ |   

Todaro, M. P., & Smith, S. C. (2015). Economic development (12th edn). Delhi: Pearson 

Education Asia.  

Peet, R., & Hartwick, E. (2015). Theories of development: Contentions, arguments, 

alternatives. Guilford Publications. 

http://elibrary.clce.ac.zm:8080/jspui/bitstream/123456789/67/1/Theories%20of%20Dev

elopment.pdf  
Willis, K. (2011). Theories and practices of development (2nd edn). Routledge Publishing 

Taylor & Francis Group. http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-

content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-

Development-2011.pdf  

 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19349637.2016.1231604
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=N7YRKXuVQtcC&oi=fnd&pg=PA1965&dq=development+studies&ots=PJ0u6vih3C&sig=_ovgt5bkgRo6QTpG2qKbszbYiZg
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=N7YRKXuVQtcC&oi=fnd&pg=PA1965&dq=development+studies&ots=PJ0u6vih3C&sig=_ovgt5bkgRo6QTpG2qKbszbYiZg
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=N7YRKXuVQtcC&oi=fnd&pg=PA1965&dq=development+studies&ots=PJ0u6vih3C&sig=_ovgt5bkgRo6QTpG2qKbszbYiZg
https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/books/mono/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValue=10.4324/9780203359587&type=googlepdf
https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/books/mono/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValue=10.4324/9780203359587&type=googlepdf
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/45759003/nederveen_pieterse_development_theory_2nd_ed.pdf_chapter_1.pdf?
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/45759003/nederveen_pieterse_development_theory_2nd_ed.pdf_chapter_1.pdf?
http://heterodoxnews.com/ajes/readings/Sen1999-intro.pdf
http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-Development-2011.pdf
http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-Development-2011.pdf
http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-Development-2011.pdf
http://elibrary.clce.ac.zm:8080/jspui/bitstream/123456789/67/1/Theories%20of%20Development.pdf
http://elibrary.clce.ac.zm:8080/jspui/bitstream/123456789/67/1/Theories%20of%20Development.pdf
http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-Development-2011.pdf
http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-Development-2011.pdf
http://www.ru.ac.bd/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2019/03/408_03_Willis-Theories-and-Practices-of-Development-2011.pdf
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Far Western University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences 

Masters in Development Studies 

(MDS) 

Micro-Syllabus 

 

Subject :Economics of Development    

Course Code: MDS. 512 Year: I 

CreditHours:3 (45hours) Semester: I 

Course Description:  

Broken down into five units, this course is designed with a view to acquainting students 

with those aspects of economics which have a bearing upon development and helping 

them develop analytical and critical ability required to make sense of the complex 

dynamics of Nepalese economy and international economy that our lives are 

intertwined with. The first unit appertains to basic conceptual categories in economics 

without which we cannot understand the complex economic world we live in. The 

second unit revolves around the theoretical foundation of economics which includes 

ten economic principles and major schools of economics. The third unit focuses on key 

indicators of development and their practical implications especially in Nepalese 

context. Nepalese economy and its dynamics form the crux of the fourth unit. And, the 

last unit is related to major global financial institutions that serve as the powerful 

driving force of international economy. 

Learning Objectives:  

- To make students well conversant with key economic concepts which are critical to 

understanding  

the economic world; 

- To familiarize them with critical insights into the central arguments of different schools of  

economics and their relation with development; 

- To Equip them with critical basic understanding of the dynamics of Nepalese economy and  

International economy 
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Learning Outcomes and Competencies:  

- Students will be able to apply their  theoretical knowledge in making sense of concrete 

economic phenomena in their entirety; 

- They will be capable of explaining major past global economic crises; 

- They will also be able to suggest appropriate ways of overcoming major economic 

challenges  

facing Nepal. 

 Topics and Contents Hrs 

Unit I: Conceptual Foundation: Key Conceptual Categories and Their Economic Implications  

                                                                                                                                                     (7 Hrs) 

1.1  Scarcity and Efficiency  

1.2 
 Production-Possibility Curve (Frontier) 

 

1.3  Demand and Supply  

1.4  Absolute Advantage and Comparative Advantage  

1.5  Division of Labor  

1.6  Market and Market Force  

Specific Readings 

Liviu, N., & Claudia, N. A. (2011).  The role of supply and demand analysis in substantiating the 

company’s business policies. African Journal of Business Management. 5(22), 9180-9190. 

http://academicjournals.org › article-full-text-pdf 

Mankiw, N.G. (2018). Principles of economics (8th ed.) (pp.24-26, 667-672). Cengage Learning.  

Samuelson, P.A., & Nordhaus, W.D.(2010). Economics (pp.3-5, 45-61, 342-349, 552-553). McGraw-

Hill/Irwin. 

Sejkora, J., & Sankot, O. ().Comparative advantage, economic structure and growth: The case of 

Senegal. South African Journal of Economic and Management Sciences. 22 (34), pp. 1-9.  

http://www.scielo.org.za › pdf › sajems 

Mert, M. (2018). Measuring economic growth using production possibility frontier under Harrod 

neutrality.    International Journal of Engineering Business Management. 10(6). 1-11.  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324650251_Measuring_economic_growth_using_production_po

ssibility_frontier_under_Harrod_neutrality 

Sloman, J., Garratt, D.,& Guest, J. (2018). Economics (10th ed.) (pp.319-321). Pearson Education Ltd. 

 

Unit-II: Theoretical Foundation of Economics(12 Hrs)                                                                                                       

2.1  Ten Principles of Economics  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiRnbGmzeLyAhVFyzgGHWEdAVMQFnoECCQQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Facademicjournals.org%2Fjournal%2FAJBM%2Farticle-full-text-pdf%2F016077020222&usg=AOvVaw3Yst2ZOccN-MalUmUBxug4
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiRnbGmzeLyAhVFyzgGHWEdAVMQFnoECCQQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Facademicjournals.org%2Fjournal%2FAJBM%2Farticle-full-text-pdf%2F016077020222&usg=AOvVaw3Yst2ZOccN-MalUmUBxug4
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix_uOGyOLyAhXPwTgGHdLHC0kQFnoECCsQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scielo.org.za%2Fpdf%2Fsajems%2Fv20n1%2F27.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0KuQmc08b-VUqLQAuDEvmy
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix_uOGyOLyAhXPwTgGHdLHC0kQFnoECCsQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scielo.org.za%2Fpdf%2Fsajems%2Fv20n1%2F27.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0KuQmc08b-VUqLQAuDEvmy
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324650251_Measuring_economic_growth_using_production_possibility_frontier_under_Harrod_neutrality
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324650251_Measuring_economic_growth_using_production_possibility_frontier_under_Harrod_neutrality
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2.2 
 Major Schools of Economics and Development (Major 

Arguments and Their Limitations): Classical Economics, 

Neoclassical Economics, Keynesian Economics,  

Development Economics and Marxian Economics 

 

Specific Readings 

Barrett, C.B. (2007). Development Economics: An Overview. Development Economics: Critical 

Concepts in Development Studies. Routledge. 

http://barrett.dyson.cornell.edu › Papers 

Ekelund, R.B., & Hebert, R.F. (2002). Retrospectives: The Origins of Neoclassical Microeconomics. 

Journal of Economic Perspectives. 16(3), 197–215. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233618643_Retrospectives_The_Origins_of_Neoclassical_Micro

economics 

Inoua, S.M., & Smith, V. (2019). Classical economics: Lost and found. ESI Working Paper 19-15 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/334823875_Classical_Economics_Lost_and_Found 

Krugman, P., & Wells, R. (2015). Economics (4th ed.) (pp.6-24, 222-227). Worth Publishers. 

Landreth, H., & Colander, D.C. (2002). History of economic thought (4th ed.) (pp.143-148). Houghton 

Mifflin Company.  

Mankiw, N. G.(1993).Symposium on Keynesian Economics Today.Journal of Economic Perspectives, 

7 (1), 3-4.https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.7.1.3 

Mankiw, N.G. (2018). Principles of economics (8th ed.) (pp.3-15, 52-61). Cengage Learning.  

Mukharji, A. (2019).Marxian Economics: Notes from a Neo-classical Viewpoint. Journal of Economic 

Theory and Practice. 18(1), 1–16. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0976747918814968 

Peet, R., & Hartwick, E. (2015). Theories of development:  Contentions, arguments and alternatives 

(pp.25-118, 163-221). The Guildford Press. 

Todaro, M. P.,& Smith, S. C. (2015). Economic development (12th  ed.) (pp.18-20). Pearson. 

Unit-III: Measuring Development (9 Hrs) 

3.1  Key Indicators of development (Generalizations and Limitations): 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and Gross National Product (GNP), 

Per Capita Income, Human Development Index (HDI), Gini 

Coefficient and Global Happiness Index 

 

 

3.2 

 Current status of the above mentioned development indicators in 

Nepal: Analysis and Interpretation 

 

 

Specific Readings 

Aziz, S.A., Amin, R.M. & Yusof, S.A. (2015). A Critical Analysis Of Development Indices. Australian 

Journal of Sustainable Business and Society. 1(1), 37-55. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281643087_A_CRITICAL_ANALYSIS_OF_DEVELOPMENT_INDICES 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiDiN3R0-LyAhVb63MBHckUD7IQFnoECAsQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbarrett.dyson.cornell.edu%2FPapers%2FIntroduction%2520Final.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1nqeK925lAJuk6GjfjJgYf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiDiN3R0-LyAhVb63MBHckUD7IQFnoECAsQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbarrett.dyson.cornell.edu%2FPapers%2FIntroduction%2520Final.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1nqeK925lAJuk6GjfjJgYf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233618643_Retrospectives_The_Origins_of_Neoclassical_Microeconomics
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233618643_Retrospectives_The_Origins_of_Neoclassical_Microeconomics
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/334823875_Classical_Economics_Lost_and_Found
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.7.1.3
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0976747918814968
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281643087_A_CRITICAL_ANALYSIS_OF_DEVELOPMENT_INDICES
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Jeanty, P. W. (2010).Using the world development indicators database for statistical analysis in 

Stata. The Stata Journal. 10(1), 30-45. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46532340_Using_the_World_Development_Indicators_Databas

e_for_Statistical_Analysis_in_Stata 

Mankiw, N.G. (2018). Principles of economics (8th ed.) (pp.474-493). Cengage Learning.  

Nübler, I. (1995). The Human Development Index revisited. Intereconomics.30(4), 171-176. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02928088 

Peet, R., & Hartwick, E. (2015). Theories of development:  Contentions, arguments and 

alternatives(pp.1-20). The Guildford Press. 

The Economist. (2006). Guide to economic indicators: Making sense of economics (pp.1-57). Profile 

Books Ltd. 

Todaro, M. P.,& Smith, S. C. (2015). Economic development (12th  ed.) (pp.17-18, 45-57, 230-256). 

Pearson. 

Unit-IV : Critical Understanding of Nepalese Economy and its Dynamics  (14 Hrs)                     

4.1  Real Nepalese Economy: Formal Economy, Informal Economy and Shadow Economy 

(Structure, and Size) 

4.2  Major Economic Problems (Poverty, Unemployment,  Inequality and Labor Migration) 

4.3  Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): status, expected role and consequences 

4.4  Foreign Aid (Relevancy, Current Status , Debate on its Consequences 

4.5  Economic Liberalization/Privatization (Historical Context, relevancy and Debate on its 

Consequences) 

4.6  Debate on the Character of Nepalese Capitalism 

Specific Readings 

Bhusal, G. (2016). Nepalma punjibadko charitra: Communist partyharumathi alochanatmak tippani 

(Character of capitalism in Nepal: Critical comments on communist parties). In G. Bhusal, K. 

Bhattarai, D. Bhatta, & Y. Shahi (Eds.), Nepal: Punjibad ra bikas (Nepal: Capitalism and development 

) (pp.13-32). Nepal  Study Center. 

Bista, R.B. (2005). Foreign Direct Investment in Nepal. Foreign Direct Investment in Nepal. 5(6), 187-

197. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/200028337_Foreign_Direct_Investment_in_Nepal 

Bista, R.B. (2017). Economic Liberalization in Nepal: Determinants, Structure, and Trends of FDI. The 

Winners. 18(1), 33-43 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326993965_Economic_Liberalization_in_Nepal_Determinants_St

ructure_and_Trends_of_FDI 

Khanal, D.R., Rajkarnikar, P.R, Acharya, K.P. & Upreti, D.R. (2005). Understanding reforms in Nepal: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46532340_Using_the_World_Development_Indicators_Database_for_Statistical_Analysis_in_Stata
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46532340_Using_the_World_Development_Indicators_Database_for_Statistical_Analysis_in_Stata
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02928088
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/200028337_Foreign_Direct_Investment_in_Nepal
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326993965_Economic_Liberalization_in_Nepal_Determinants_Structure_and_Trends_of_FDI
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326993965_Economic_Liberalization_in_Nepal_Determinants_Structure_and_Trends_of_FDI
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Political economy and institutional perspective(pp.1-50). IPRAD. 

Mishra, C. (1987).  Development and underdevelopment: A preliminary sociological perspective. 

Occasional Papers in Sociology and Anthropology, 1 (1), 105-135. 

Mishra, C. (2014b, July 26). Nepal and capitalism. The Kathmandu Post.  

https://kathmandupost.com/opinion/2014/06/10/nepal-and-capitalism 

Panta, B., & Suwal, R. (2009). Measuring Informal Sector Economic Activities in Nepal. Paper 

Prepared for the Special IARIW-SAIM Conference on “Measuring the Informal Economy in 

Developing Countries”. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/200028337_Foreign_Direct_Investment_in_Nepal 

Paul, S. Thapa, P.J., & Prennushi, G. (2012). Spatial dimensions of income inequality in Nepal. The 

Journal of Development Areas, 46 ,241-

263.https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236797914_Spatial_Dimensions_of_Income_Inequality_in_

Nepal 

Pradhan, C., & Phuyal, R.K. (2020). Impact of Foreign Aid on Economic Growth of Nepal: An 

Empirical Evidence. International Journal of Finance and Banking Research, 6(3), 44-50. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/341778586_Impact_of_Foreign_Aid_on_Economic_Growth_of_

Nepal_An_Empirical_Evidence 

Pyakuryal, B., Adhikari, D.,& Dhakal, D.P. (2008). Is Foreign aid working? An Analysis of aid 

effectiveness and growth(). Mandala Book Point. 

Rajbhandari, S.N.(2005). Inequality of income and wealth distribution in Nepal. University of 

Lugano. 

https://core.ac.uk › download › pdf 

Raut, N. K., & Chalise, N. (2016). Measurement of the Underground Economy in Nepal: A Currency 

Demand Approach.Economic Journal of Development Issues, 17(2),105-120. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/293636794_Measurement_of_the_Underground_Economy_in_

Nepal_A_Currency_Demand_Approach 

Wagle, U.R. (2007). Economic Inequality in the ‘Democratic’ Nepal: Dimensions and Implications. A 

Paper presented at the Himalayan Policy Research Conference, Madison, WI, October 11, 2007) 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/33022472_Economic_Inequality_in_the_%27Democratic%27_Ne

pal_Dimensions_and_Implications 

 

Unit-V: Critical Understanding of Major Global Economic Events (6 Hrs) 

5.1 Major Global Financial Crises: The Great Depression (1929-39), The Asian Crisis of 

1997 and The Financial Crisis of 2007-8 (The Great Recession) 

https://kathmandupost.com/opinion/2014/06/10/nepal-and-capitalism
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/200028337_Foreign_Direct_Investment_in_Nepal
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236797914_Spatial_Dimensions_of_Income_Inequality_in_Nepal
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236797914_Spatial_Dimensions_of_Income_Inequality_in_Nepal
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/341778586_Impact_of_Foreign_Aid_on_Economic_Growth_of_Nepal_An_Empirical_Evidence
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/341778586_Impact_of_Foreign_Aid_on_Economic_Growth_of_Nepal_An_Empirical_Evidence
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi05fyb9-LyAhXp8HMBHR8YDgwQFnoECAIQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcore.ac.uk%2Fdownload%2Fpdf%2F20639122.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0WW-3B0QybCkT162CUrbLR
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi05fyb9-LyAhXp8HMBHR8YDgwQFnoECAIQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcore.ac.uk%2Fdownload%2Fpdf%2F20639122.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0WW-3B0QybCkT162CUrbLR
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/293636794_Measurement_of_the_Underground_Economy_in_Nepal_A_Currency_Demand_Approach
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/293636794_Measurement_of_the_Underground_Economy_in_Nepal_A_Currency_Demand_Approach
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/33022472_Economic_Inequality_in_the_%27Democratic%27_Nepal_Dimensions_and_Implications
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/33022472_Economic_Inequality_in_the_%27Democratic%27_Nepal_Dimensions_and_Implications
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5.2 Formation of Global Financial Institutions (World Bank, IMF and ADB): Their 

relevancy, and expected role in economic development of underdeveloped economies 

Specific Readings 

Chornyy, O. (2011). Influence of the Bretton woods institutions on economic growth: Literature 

survey for transitional economic systems. Economics and Sociology, 4(2), 32-41. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/269586276_Influence_of_the_bretton_woods_institutions_on_e

conomic_growth_Literature_survey_for_transitional_economic_systems 

Kim, S.H. & Haque, M. (2002).The Asian Financial Crisis of 1997: Causes and Policy Responses. 

Multinational Business Review, 10(1), 37-44. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263448530_The_Asian_Financial_Crisis_of_1997_Causes_and_P

olicy_Responses 

Piketty, T. (2014). Capital in the 21st century(pp. 30-36 63-70, 88-91, 397-405, 420-423, 746-749). 

Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 

Stiglitz, J.E.(2019). People, power and profits(pp.47-78). Allen Lane. 

Temin, P. (2010). The Great Recession & the Great Depression. Daedalus, 139(15645), 1-20. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46467088_The_Great_Recession_the_Great_Depression 

You, J. (2002). The Bretton Woods Institutions: Evolution, Reform, and Change. Governing 

Globalization. 5(4), 209-237. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/300861619_The_Bretton_Woods_Institutions_Evolution_Reform

_and_Change 

 

Refereed Texts for References:  
Adhikari, R. (2004). Nepal’s entry into the WTO: How to overcome the 

challenges?. In M.K. Dahal (Ed.), Nepalese economy: Towards building a 

strong economic nation-state (pp.209-219). CEDECON. 

Bista, D.B.(2008). Fatalism and Development: Nepal’s Struggle for 

Modernization (pp.133-152). Orient Longman Private Ltd. 

Blaikie, P.M., Cameron, J., & Seddon, J.D.(2007). Nepal in crisis: Growth and 

stagnation at the periphery (pp.1-100). Adroit Publishers. 

Central Bureau of Statistics. (2019). Report on the Nepal labor force survey 

2017/18 . Central Bureau of Statistics. 

Central Bureau of Statistics. (2021). National economic census 2018: Analytical 

report informal sector (pp.165-195). Central Bureau of Statistics. 

Dahal (Ed.) Future of Nepalese economy (pp.8-37). NEFAS. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/269586276_Influence_of_the_bretton_woods_institutions_on_economic_growth_Literature_survey_for_transitional_economic_systems
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/269586276_Influence_of_the_bretton_woods_institutions_on_economic_growth_Literature_survey_for_transitional_economic_systems
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263448530_The_Asian_Financial_Crisis_of_1997_Causes_and_Policy_Responses
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263448530_The_Asian_Financial_Crisis_of_1997_Causes_and_Policy_Responses
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46467088_The_Great_Recession_the_Great_Depression
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/300861619_The_Bretton_Woods_Institutions_Evolution_Reform_and_Change
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/300861619_The_Bretton_Woods_Institutions_Evolution_Reform_and_Change


14 

 

Dahal, M.K.,& Aryal, S. (2004). Foreign direct investment (FDI) in Nepal. In M.K. 

Dahal (Ed.), Nepalese economy: Towards building a strong economic 

nation-state (pp.165-195). CEDECON. 

Gilpin, R. (2018). Global political economy: Understanding the international 

economic order (pp.278-304). Orient Longman. 

Karmacharya, B.K. (2004). Performance of Nepal’s foreign trade. In M.K. Dahal 

(Ed.), Nepalese economy: Towards building a strong economic nation-state 

(pp.365-386). CEDECON. 

Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Security. (2020). Nepal labor 

migration report 2020.Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Security. 

Mishra, C. (2014a).Punjibad ra Nepal (Capitalism and Nepal) . Phoenix Books. 

National Planning Commission. (2018). Nepal multidimensional poverty index: 

An analysis towards action (). National Planning Commission. 

Pandey, D.R. (1998). Forward. In N.R. Shrestha (Ed.), In the name of 

development (i-x). Educational Enterprises. 

Pandey, D.R. (2009). Nepal’s failed development: A reflection on the mission and 

the maladies (pp.1-33, 352-406). Nepal South Asia Center. 

Shrestha, B.P. (1990). Nepalese Economy in retrospect and prospect (pp.8-12, 

100-119). Himalayan Booksellers. 

Sigdel, B. (2004). Foreign aid in Nepal. In M.K. Dahal (Ed.), Nepalese economy: 

Towards building a strong economic nation-state (pp.509-526). CEDECON. 

Sigdel, B. (2010). Dimensions of Nepalese economy: Human actions for rapid 

development (pp. 130-157). HARD. 

Stiglitz, J.E.(2010). The price of inequality: How today’s divided society 

endangers our future (pp.103-105). W. W. Norton & Company. 

Varoufakis, Y. (2014). The global minotaur: America, the true origins of the 

financial crisis and the future of the world economy (57-220). Zed Books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

 
Far Western University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

Masters in Development Studies (MDS)  

Micro-Syllabus 

Subject: Sociology of Development 

Course Code: MDS. 513 Year: I 

Credit Hours: 3 (45 hours) Semester : I 

 

Course Description:  

 Sociology of Development has been offered as one of the core subjects of post-Graduate 

level. It introduces advanced understanding of meaning and features of social development 

and the UN’s commitment for social development as well as process of social development in 

Nepal along with the factors facilitating and hindering social development. There are five 

Units in this subject which are following with the sociological perspective for development, 

social development, efforts for social development, and issues of social development in Nepal 

and measurements of social development. 

Objectives: 

-  To explore link between social factors and development. 

-  To analyze various perspectives of sociology relevant to development and  

- To highlight how sociological methods are applicable to address contemporary socio-

cultural issues. 

Learning Outcomes and Competencies: 

- Students will be able to deal with socio-cultural factors that are significant in 

development process. 

- Students will be able to understand the socio cultural aspects of development. 

 Topics and Contents  H

r

s 

Unit I:  Fundamentals of Social development 

1.1  Social development: Meaning, definitions and features  2 

1.2 Indicators of social development. 2 

1.3 Social Development in the United Nation’s Agenda. 2 

       1.4 Factors for facilitating and hindering Social development. 2 

1.5 Status of Social Development in Nepal. 2 

 

Specific Readings 

 Center for Sustainable Systems, University of Michigan. 2016. “Social Development 

Indicators Factsheet.” Pub. No. CSS08-15. Retrieved from CSS08-15.pdf (umich.edu) 

 Social Indicators of Development 1996 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press). 

World Economy in Transition: Social Indicators of Development - Finance & 

Development - June 1996 - Sulekha Patel (imf.org) 

 The social development approach (2001) Retrieved from https:// www.msd. 

https://css.umich.edu/sites/default/files/css_doc/CSS08-15.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/1996/06/pdf/patel.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/1996/06/pdf/patel.pdf
http://www.msd/
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govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/planning-

strategy/social-development-approach/socdevoverview.pdf. 

 Diao, Xinshen, Margaret McMillan and Dani Rodrik (2019). The recent growth boom in 

developing economies: A structural change perspective. In The Palgrave Handbook of 

Development Economics, Machiko Nissanke and Jose Antonio Ocampo, eds. Springer. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-14000-7_9 

 Herrendorf, B., Richard R., and Ákos V. (2014). Growth and structural transformation. In 

Handbook of Economic Growth, vol. 2. Elsevier. 

 Morris, I., (1960). The measure of civilization : how social development decides the fate 

of nations. Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, 6 Oxford Street, Woodstock, 

Oxfordshire OX20 1TW 

  Webster, A. (1990). Introduction to the Sociology of Development. PALCRAVE 

Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RC21 6XS and 175 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 

10010 

Unit II: Sociological Perspectives for  Development 

2.1 
   Sociological Perspectives [Auguste Comte(positivism), Karl Marx 

(theory of alienation), Emile Durkheim (social facts)] 
6 

2.2 
 Rethinking the Perspectives [Talcott Parsons (AGIL model), Anthony 

Giddens (Structuration theory)] 
4 

2.3  Post-modernity [ Jacques Derrida (deconstruction)] 2 

Specific Readings 

 Auguste Comte (1856). A General View of Positivism: from Chapter I: Its 

Intellectual Character [Web site]. – retrieved from: 

https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/comte/1856/general-view.htm 

 Cohen, I. J. (1989).  Structuration theory: Anthony Giddens and the constitution of social life. 

New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press. 

 Derrida, J., 1966, Structure, sign, and play in the discourse of the human sciences, 

John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, MD. 

 Derrida, J., 1977, ‘Signature event context’, transl. S. Weber & J. Mehlman, Glyph 1, 

172–197.  

 Derrida, J., 1986, ‘Racisms the Last’, in H.L. Gates (eds.), Race, Writing and 

Difference, University of Chicago Press, Chicago 

 Durkheim, E. (1915). 1'he E1ementary Forms of Re1igious Life. London: Allen & 

Unwin. Durkheim, E. (1963). Primitive C1assification. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press. 

 Durkheim, E. (1974). Individual and collective representations. Socio1ogy and 

Phi1osophy, trans D.F. Pocock. New York: Free Press. 

 Durkheim, E. (1984). The problem of religion and the duality of human nature [first 

published   in French in 1913], trans. R.A. Jones and P.W. Vogt. In Know1edge and 

Society, 5: 1--44. 

 Giddens, A. (1984).  The constitution of society. Berkeley:University of California Press. 

 Jonathan H. T.(2006). Handbook of Sociological Theory. University of California 

Rivearside, California 

 Hooks, G. (2016). Sociology of development handbook University of California 

Press. Oakland, California. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-14000-7_9
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/comte/1856/general-view.htm


17 

 

 Marx, K, (1993).The Economic & Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, International 

Publishers, New York.  

 Marx, K. (1990) Capital, Volume I, Penguin Classics, London. 

 Parsons, T. (1970). The Social System. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul 

Ltd. ISBN 0-7100-1931-9. 

 

Unit III: Efforts for Social Development  

3.1  World summit for social development, Copenhagen ,1995  2 

3.2  World summit for social development and beyond, Geneva ,2000   2 

3.3  Efforts for social development in Nepal 3 

Specific Readings  

 Bhattchan, Krishna B. and James Fisher. 1994. "Contemporary sociology in Nepal". Pp. 

731-42 in Raj P. Mohan and Arthus S Wilke (cdss), International Handbook of Sociology. 

Westport, Connecticut Greenwood. 

 Bilance,(1997) “A world in balance – Bilance stands for Social Development: Policy 

paper”. Oegstgeest, 

 Bista,Dor Bahadur. 1992. Fatalism and Development in Nepal: Nepal's Struggle for 

Modernization. Calcutta: Orient Longman 

 Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development. (1995) - A/CONF.166/9 Chapter I, 

Annex I - UN Documents: Gathering a body of global agreements. retrieved from 

A/CONF.166/9: Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development (un.org) 

 Instituto del Tercer Mundo,(2000) “Social Watch 2000”, Montevideo. 

 NPC. (2019). Fifteenth plan. Kathmandu: National Planning Commission. (all periodic 

development plan of Nepal) 

 Rapley, J. (2013). Understanding development: Theory and practice in the third world. 

Routledge. 

 Regmi, K. D. (2018). Foundational models of development, underlying assumptions and 

critiques. Social Change, 48(3), 325-344 https://www.academia. edu/download/ 612 807 

18 / Regmi-2018.pdf 

 UN. Department of economic and social affairs (2021). world social report. retrieved from         

World-Social-Report-2021_web_FINAL.pdf (un.org) 

 United Nations Development Programme (2000). Development Report 2000”, Oxford 

University Press, New York. 

 United Nations, (1995) “The Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action: World 

Summit for Social Development”, New York. 

Unit IV: Issues of Social Development in Nepal 

4.1 Social inclusion and participation 2 

4.2 Social innovation 2 

4.3 Social and cultural capital 2 

4.4 Cultural ethnocentrism and cultural relativism 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7100-1931-9
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/05/World-Social-Report-2021_web_FINAL.pdf
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Specific Readings  

 Dario Castiglione, Jan W. Van Deth, Guglielmo Wolleb (editors).(2008).The Handbook of 

social capital.Oxford University Press 

 Manzini , E.( 2015 ) Design, when everybody designs: An introduction to design for 

social innovation. The MIT Press 

 Pranee, L.(2000 ) Handbook of Social Inclusion. Springer, Cham. DOI https:// doi.org/ 

10. 1007/978-3-030-48277-0 

 RMIT university (2005)cultural relativism and ethnocentrism .retrieved from http://cas-

courses. buffalo.edu/classes/apy/anab/apy106/handouts/relativism.htm 

 Svendsen, G.T.&  Svendsen, G.L. (2009) Handbook of social capital: The Trokia of 

sociology, political science and Economics. Edward Elgar Pub. 

Unit V: Measurement of Social Development 

5.1  Measurements of social development : happiness index, PQLI ,GII 4 

5.2  Development as freedom 
2 

5.3  New direction for the sociology of development 
2 

Specific Readings  

 Estes R.J. (2014) Physical Quality of Life Index (PQLI). In: Michalos A.C. (eds) 

Encyclopedia of Quality of Life and Well-Being Research. Springer, Dordrecht. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-0753-5_2164 

 Journal of Social Change. (2017). Volume 9, Issue 1, Pages 4–31 ©Walden University, 

LLC, Minneapolis, MN DOI: 10.5590/JOSC.2017.09.1.02 

 Morris, Ian, (1960). The measure of civilization: how social development decides the fate 

of nations. USA. 

 New Directions for the Sociology of Development (July 2013 ) Annual Review of 

Sociology 41(1):150403170310009 DOI:10.1146/annurev-soc-071913-043426 

 Remani, S. (2020). Gender Inequality Index -Conceptual Analysis 1 Salini Remani. 

International Journal of Psychological Rehabilitation, Vol-24, Issue06-2020, ISSN 1475-

7192. 

 Sen, A. (2001). Development as freedom. Oxford Paperbacks. 

http://heterodoxnews.com/ajes/readings/Sen1999-intro.pdf 

 Trevor W. (2002)– The end of development? : modernity, post-modernity and 

development. Pluto Press 345 Archway Road, London N6 5AA and 22883 

Quicksilver Drive, Sterling, VA 20166–2012, USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://b-ok.asia/g/Dario%20Castiglione
https://b-ok.asia/g/Jan%20W.%20Van%20Deth
https://b-ok.asia/g/Guglielmo%20Wolleb%20(editors)
https://b-ok.asia/g/Gert%20Tinggaard%20Svendsen
https://b-ok.asia/g/Gunnar%20Lind%20Haase%20Svendsen
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-0753-5_2164
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/Annual-Review-of-Sociology-1545-2115
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/Annual-Review-of-Sociology-1545-2115
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-071913-043426
http://heterodoxnews.com/ajes/readings/Sen1999-intro.pdf
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Far Western University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

Masters in Development Studies (MDS)  
Micro-Syllabus 

Subject: Governance and Development  

Course Code: MDS. 514 Year: I 

Credit Hours: 3 (45 hours) Semester : I 

 

Course Description:  

The paper Governance and Development one of the prominent courses of development 

studies in graduate level. The main objective of this course is to provide the students with 

theoretical understanding of governance and development in the context of national and 

international.  After completing the course, the students will be able to understand the 

governance system, actors and its relationship in the context of development. 

Learning Objectives and Competencies: 

- Students will be able to understand multi-stakeholder processes from a governance 

perspective. They will contribute in the field of government and non-government 

sector as the governance and development experts 

 Topics and Contents  Hrs 

Unit I: Government , Governance and Development  

1.1 Government and its Organs (Role and separation of power) 2 

1.2 
Governance (Meanings, characters, forms, actors, new trends and indicators) 

2 

1.3 
Governance Theory (New public management, Organization theory, Multi-level 

governance) 4 

1.4 
Governance and Development (Role and Challenge, elements of good 

governance in Development, with the reference of Nepal) 
3 

 

Specific Readings  

 Ansell, C.&Torfing, J.(2016). Handbook on theories of governance. UK:Edward Elgar 

Publishing Limited. 

 Bevir, M. (2011).The SAGE Handbook of Governance. London: SAGE Publications Ltd 

 Chhotray, Vasudha& Gerry Stoker (2009). Governance theory and practice: A cross-

disciplinary approach. UK: Palgrave Macmillan 

 Kapoor, A.C. (1981). Principles of government. New Delhi: S. Chand Ltd. 

 Kharel, S.&Gyawali, K.P.(2021). Local Governance and Development. Kathmandu: 

Quest Publication. 

 Upreti, H. (1996). Crisis of governance. Kathmandu: GDS. 

 Unit II: Global Governance in World System  Hrs. 
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2.2 
Global Governance (International law, IR) 

3 

2.3 Diplomacy (Concept, Relation, Institutions) 2 

2.3 UN System (Structure, GA, role, peace security, refugee, environment) 3 

2.4 
Non-state actors(I\NGOs, Multinational Corporation , Alliances role in 

governance and development) 2 

 

Specific Readings  

 Ataman, M. (2003). The Impact of Non-State Actors on World Politics: A Challenge to 

Nation-States, ALTERANATIVES, Turkey Journal of International Relationship,(2)1. 

 Barnett, M. and R. Duvall (eds.) (2006). Power in Global Governance. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 Constantinou, C. M., P. Kerr and P. Sharp (2016). The SAGE handbook of diplomacy. 

London SAGE Publications Ltd. 

 Cadman, T. (2012). Evaluating the quality and legitimacy of global governance: A 

Theoretical and Analytical. The International Journal of Social Quality, 2(1), 4-23. 

 Falkner, R.(2011).Global governance the rise of non-state actors, European Environment 

Agency, Copenhagen,Denmark 

 Siracusa, J. M. (2010). Diplomacy: a very short description. London: Oxford University 

Press. 

 Stephen, M. W. (1998). International relations: one world many theories. Foreign Policy, 

110, 29-46.  

 Rittberge, Volker (Ed.) (2001). Global governance and the United Nations system. Japan: 

United Nations Universities. 

 

 Unit III:  Decentralization and Development  Hrs. 

3.1 Decentralization(Definition, forms, principles, types)  2 

3.2 Decentralization and public service delivery 1 

3.3 Decentralization practices, role and challenges of in Nepal 2 

3.4 Federalism in Nepal: opportunities and challenges in Nepal 1 

3.5  
Fiscal federalism: Concept of Fiscal federalism in Nepal 

 
1 

 

Specific Readings  

 Awortwi, Nicholas (2016).  “Decentralization and local governance approach: A 

prospect for implementing the post- 2015 sustainable development doals”. In 

Georgina M. Gómez and Peter Knorringa Eds. Local governance, economic 

development and institutions. UK: Palgrave Macmillan, pp39-63. 

 Bhatta, B.D. (1990). Decentralization in Nepal. New Delhi: Reliance Publication. 

 Dahal, D.R. (1994). Decentralization and development in Nepal. Kathmandu: 

NEFAS 

 Gyawali, C.K & Raj, P. (2010). Federalism in the world. Lalitpur: Chandra Kant 

Gyawali. 

 Jacob, T. (2007). Federalism and government. Jaipur India: Aavishkar publisher 
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 Kharel, S.&Gyawali, K.P.(2021). Local Governance and Development. Kathmandu: 

Quest Publication.  

 Majeed, A. (2010). An introduction to federalism. New Delhi: Centre for Federal 

Studies. 

 Shah, R. K. (2019). Fiscal Federalism in Nepal: Challenges and Opportunities. 

Research Nepal Journal of Development Studies, 2(1), 151–170. 

 Unit IV: Local Governance  Hrs 

4.1 

Concept, objectives and principles of local governance 

Role of local government in good governance 
2 

4.2 

Central  local government relationship: Different perspectives of Central Local 

Government Relation( Principles: jurisdictional, correspondence, fiscal equivalency  

,Decentralization Theorem, Subsidiarity principle) 

3 

4.3 
Local government in Nepal: Structure and function and challenges of Rural 

Municipality, Municipality and District coordination committee 2 

4.4 

Local governance capacity assessment  with the references of Nepal(Fiscal 

Sustainability: Internal and external revenue, Institutional capacity) 

Social Accountability in Local Governance (Tools and practices) with the reference 

of Nepal 

3 

Specific Readings  

 Acharya, K. (2018). Local governance restructuring in Nepal: From government to 

governmentality. Dhaulagiri Journal of Sociology Anthropology, 12, 37-49. 

 Dahal, R.K.  &Kharel, S. (2008). Local governance and political economy of Nepal. 

Kathmandu: DikshantaPustakBhandar 

 Kharel, S. (2018). Public service delivery of local government in Nepal in 2015. 

Research Nepal Journal of Development Studies, 1(1), 83-93. 

 Kharel, S.&Gyawali, K.P.(2021). Local Governance and Development. Kathmandu: 

Quest Publication. 

 Law Book Management Board (LBMB) (2015).  Nepal constitution 2015. Kathmandu: 

LBMB 

 Law Book Management Board (LBMB) (2017).   Local government Regulation Act 

2017.  Kathmandu: LBMB. 

 PRAN Program for Accountability in Nepal (2011).Accountability, Social Accountability 

and PRAN. World Bank. 

 Shah, A. (2006). Local governance in developing countries: The World Bank. 

 Sharma, P. (2003). Local development planning in Nepal: An empirical experience. 

Kathmandu: Kshitiz Publication. 

 

 Unit V: Development Administration  Hrs 

5.1 Concept of administrative system 1 
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5.2 Bureaucracy and Development  2 

5.3 Development administration; Approaches, characterizes and function 2 

5.4 Development Administration in Nepal: Practices, prospects and challenges 2 

Specific Readings  

 Arora, R.K.(1990). Comparative public administration .New Delhi: Associated 

publishing House. 

 Heady,F.(2001).Public administration :A comparative perspective,6th edition .New 

York:Marcel Dekker. 

 Kharel, S.& Gyawali, K.P.(2021). Local Governance and Development. Kathmandu: 

Quest Publication. 

 Martin,A.(1970).Bureaucracy. London: Macmillan.  

 Sapru, R. K. (1997). Development administration. India: Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

 Naidu,S.P.(2001).Public administration :Concepts and theories.New Delhi :New Age 

International Publishers. 

General 

Instructional 

Techniques 

 

Lectures, Discussions, Brain storming, Presentations , Guest speeches 

,Project work, Interaction , Research based learning 

Evaluation  

System  

 

Internal Evaluation : 40%  

External Examination (Semester final written test) : 60%  
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Far Western University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

Masters in Development Studies (MDS)  

 
Subject: Rural Urban Linkage in Development  

Course Code: MDS. 515 Year: I 

Credit Hours: 3 (45 hours) Semester : I 

 

Course Description:  

Rural and urban are two interwoven components of the settlement dynamics. Taking this premise, 

the course aims to accustom the students with advanced knowledge and ability to use those concepts 

of rural urban interrelationship. The course is organized in five different units starting with the 

concept of rural urban linkage. The second unit concerns with rural urban linkage theories and 

models. Likewise, the third unit deals with methods and tools of rural urban linkage. The fourth unit 

discusses about Small Scale Enterprises and  fifth unit deals with the Plan,  policies and programs 

along with effectiveness of few selected program focused on strengthening interrelationship between 

rural and urban in South Asia and Nepal.  

Course Objectives: 

 To enable the student about concept, issues, guiding principles and constraints regarding rural 

urban linkage.  

 To enable the students understanding basic theoretical framework, technique and tools and 

their implications in rural urban interrelationship   

 To enable the student about small scale enterprises and its role in rural urban linkage  

 To understand the efforts of  South Asia and Nepal in strengthening rural urban linkage in 

different periodic plans via several  mission/programs/project  

 

Learning Outcomes and Competencies: 

 Students will be able to conceptualize the idea of rural-urban linkage ---its meaning and 

contexts to foster the perspective of development studies 

 They will know the contemporary issues and debates of linkage with theoretical lens and their 

particular implication in Nepalese context  

 The students will be further equipped with the idea and practice of integrated development 

planning going through the specific case studies and specific policies and programs of rural-

urban linkage  

 Topics and Contents Hr

s 

Unit I: Conceptual Basis For Rural Urban Linkage (10 Hrs) 

1.1 Concept of Rural Urban Linkage: Meanings; Component & Elements, Nature and Types 
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1.2 
Guiding Principles and Strategies for Rural urban Linkages (Rural perspective and urban 

perspective) 

1.3 
Conceptual Issues in Rural Urban linkage: Distinction,  Dichotomy and Continuum, Peri-

urban, Semi-urban, Hinterland, Rurban, Market center 

1.4 Constraints and Opportunities of Rural Urban Linkage in Nepalese Context. 

Specific readings  

Chigbu, U. E. (2020). Urban-rural land linkages (URLLs): Review of literature. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Uchendu-Chigbu/publication/352358139_Urban-

rural_land_linkages_URLLs_Review_of_literature/links/60c535844585157774d23580/Urba

n-rural-land-linkages-URLLs-Review-of-literature.pdf 

Davila, J. D. (2002). Rural-urban linkages: Problems and opportunities. Revista Espaçoe 

Geografia, 5(2). 

http://lsie.unb.br/espacoegeografia/index.php/espacoegeografia/article/download/3/2 

Iaquinta, D. L., &Drescher, A. W. (2000). Defining the peri-urban: rural-urban linkages and 

institutional connections. Land reform, 2, 8-27. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-

Iaquinta/publication/287613842_Defining_the_peri-urban_Rural-

urban_linkages_and_institutional_connections/links/588792d1aca272b7b4525792/Defining-

the-peri-urban-Rural-urban-linkages-and-institutional-connections.pdf 

Potter, R.B. & Unwin, T. (1990). The geography of urban rural interaction in developing countries, 

London: Routledge. 

Pradhan, P.K. (2012). Urban rural relations and rural development in developing world. Kathmandu: 

Quest Publication Pvt. Ltd. 

Steinberg, F. (2014). Rural Urban Linkages: An Urban Perspectives .Working paper Series N 128. 

Working group. Development With Territorial Cohesion. Territorial Cohesion For 

Development Program .Rimisp, Santiago, Chile 

Sietchiping, R., Loose, S., Forster, T., Githiri, G., Egal, F., Escudero, A. G., ...& Suri, S. N. (2019). 

Urban-rural linkages: guiding principles: framework for action to advance integrated 

territorial development.https://idl-bnc-

idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/59392/IDL-59392.pdf 
Steinberg, F. (2014). Rural–Urban Linkages: an urban perspective.https://www.rimisp.org/wp-

content/files_mf/files_mf/1421181729R_U_Linkages_Urbanperspective.pdf 

Tacoli, C. (2003). The links between urban and rural development. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/095624780301500111 

Tacoli, C. (2006).The Earthscan reader in rural urban linkages. International Institute for 

Environment and Development (IIED). 

UN HABITAT (2019). Framework For Action to Advance Integrated Territorial Development  

Unit II: : Theoretical Framework  and Model for Rural Urban Linkage             (10) 

2.1  Central Place Theory  (Christaller and Losch) 

2.2 Burghardt and Hirth Theory on Gateway Model (Implications in Nepal) 

2.3 Von Thunen's Theory on Urban Land Use Model  (Implications in Nepal) 

2.4 Perroux's  Theory on Growth Pole Model (Implications in Nepal) 

2.5 John Friedmann's Theory on  Core-Periphery linkage Model (Implications in Nepal) 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Uchendu-Chigbu/publication/352358139_Urban-rural_land_linkages_URLLs_Review_of_literature/links/60c535844585157774d23580/Urban-rural-land-linkages-URLLs-Review-of-literature.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Uchendu-Chigbu/publication/352358139_Urban-rural_land_linkages_URLLs_Review_of_literature/links/60c535844585157774d23580/Urban-rural-land-linkages-URLLs-Review-of-literature.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Uchendu-Chigbu/publication/352358139_Urban-rural_land_linkages_URLLs_Review_of_literature/links/60c535844585157774d23580/Urban-rural-land-linkages-URLLs-Review-of-literature.pdf
http://lsie.unb.br/espacoegeografia/index.php/espacoegeografia/article/download/3/2
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5.3 Learning experiences of RUPP and PAF  in Nepal 

5.4 
Integrated Urban Development Plan (IUDP) (case study of Dudhauli Municipality and 
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